
A NEW LIFE 

 College is a whole new way of life.  Parties, intense studying, 

freedom, responsibilities, and relationships can add a lot of complications to 

life.  1 Corinthians 13:11 says, “when I was a child, I talked like a child, I 

thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the 

ways of childhood behind me.”   It is our hope that you will lean on God as 

you learn and grow in this unique season of your life.  May you be blessed in 

knowing that your church family is praying for you.  Please  reach out to us if 

there is something specific you may need.  We  want to encourage you  and 

increase our depth of community and fellowship.    

College Connect Lunch 
Join us for our next College & Young Adult Lunch!  Saturday, March 10th from 

11am –1 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  A time to connect, chat, 

and chill. Pizza, chips, and sodas provided.  Bring your 

friends!     

Church Events 

• March 1-3—Rummage 
Sale! 

• March 10—Pizza with 
the Pastor  

• March 30—Good Friday 

 

College 
Connect 
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Connect With 
Us 

Mount Joy Church of God 

30 East Main Street  

Mount Joy, PA 17552 

717.653.4695 

www.mountjoychurchofgod.org  



New Bible Study 
Series—Online 

Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

IMMORTALITY: Our 

Design and Destiny 

 

Dr. Ted Ewing will be 

teaching following the 

book, Immortality by 

Loraine Boettner  

Study guide sheets and 

booklets will be provided. 

See our Media Tab on our 

website for videos and 

more.  

 

www.mountjoychurchofgod.

com/media 

Sunday School 
Teacher’s Needed 

Facebook Group 

Join our College & Young Adult Facebook Group. It’s a place 
for college and young adults to be encouraged, uplifted, and 
prayed for.  New events, prayer requests, encouraging Bible 
verses and much more. Find our group:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1808448605853854/ 

Spiritual Gifts Seminar 

James 4:14 

“Why, you do not even know 
what will happen tomorrow. 

What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and 

then vanishes.” 

Do you like teaching? Do you 

love Jesus and kids?  We need 

people to help with Children’s 

Church and Sunday School.   

                                               

Please contact Sharon Funk at 

(717) 492-9688 or                               

Itsjustmehi48@yahoo.com for 

more information.  

 

“It is our right neither to 
take life prematurely, nor to 

insist on its extension     
beyond the mark that God 

has set for it.”              

(Loraine Boettner) 

Boettner, L. (1984). Immortality.   
Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and 

Reformed Pub. Co. 



  Pastor’s Pen 
When You Must Leave the Library  

—Ted Ewing, PhD— 

Several years back, my wife and I invited 
our 30-year old son to visit us for a few weeks in 
southern California. We were living in the woods 
at mile-high altitude in the San Jacinto 
Mountains. He loves fishing, hiking, and the 
outdoors, all of which provide him a much-
needed respite from the pressure of his days in 
the Marine Corp. While he was with us, I saw a t-
shirt hanging in a local gift shop that fit him 
perfectly. A lone fisherman is standing beside a 
lake, rod in hand, looking west toward the dusk-
red sky with the caption: “I’d rather be standing 
here fishing and thinking about God, than be 
sitting in church and thinking about fishing.” 

While we appreciate the value of 
fellowship within a worshipping community, we 
connected with the shirt’s outlook. There is 
something life-giving about nature. Although I 
grew up in the Mayfair section of Philadelphia—
what some detractors in my travels call 
Filthydelphia—at a young age I discovered the 
pleasure and value of wading in Pennypack Creek 
and exploring the trails winding through 
Fairmount Park. Repeated exposure to the 
natural beauty of the park and later the Pocono 
Mountains created a craving I still try to feed 
often. 

John Muir expressed my hunger this way: 
“Thousands of tired, nerve-shaken, over-civilized 
people are beginning to find out that going to the 
mountains is going home; that wildness is a 
necessity; and that mountain parks and 
reservations are useful not only as fountains of 
timber…but as fountains of life.” Lifelines connect 
us to sources of life. If you were raised in rural 
Lancaster County, being outside in nature has 
probably become a lifeline, a fountain of life. 

Right now—because you’re in college—
you are inundated with reading assignments. 
While books are valuable, they can also suffocate 
you. That’s why Muir writes, “One day’s exposure 
to mountains is better than cartloads of books.” 
Nature has her own library of journals, 
recordings, and videos from which we can be 
refreshed daily. Martin Luther explained: “We 
have as many teachers and preachers as there 
are little birds in the air…. Whenever you listen to 
a nightingale, therefore, you are listening to an 
excellent preacher.” 

 

In the Judeo-Christian tradition of Luther, 
author of The Message, Eugene Petersen translates 
the opening verses of Psalm 19: “God’s glory is on 
tour in the skies, God-craft on exhibit across the 
horizon. / Madame Day holds classes every 
morning, / Professor Night lectures each evening. / 
Their words aren’t heard, their voices aren’t 
recorded, / But their silence fills the earth: unspoken 
truth is spoken everywhere.” 

That captures what I experience in the 
Pocono mountains or even here locally in Lancaster 
County. Unspoken truth is spoken everywhere. 
When overwhelmed with pressures and demands, I 
head outside. To solve problems, I take a walk in the 
woods. To restore my perspective, I might walk the 
bike trail from Riverfront Park to Bainbridge or hike 
the Tucquan Glen Nature preserve down to the river. 
These are places where “silence fills the earth” and 
“unspoken truth is spoken everywhere.” 

If you find yourself suffocating under the 
weight of indoor work and labor, maybe you need to 
heed Thoreau’s call to action. “Take long walks in 
stormy weather or through deep snows in the fields 
and woods, if you would [i.e. want to] keep your 
spirits up.” You don’t have to run a marathon or 
climb a mountain, just walk to the store instead of 
driving. Take your laptop to a log in the park rather 
than logging more hours in the library or at your 
desk. Wouldn’t you rather be outdoors, thinking 
about working, than working, thinking about being 
outdoors? 
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Birthdays 

 

• February 19—Taylor Erb 

• February 25—Nathan Barnhart 

• February 26—Audrey Lloyd 
By: Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971) 

 

 

 

God grant me the serenity 

to accept the things I cannot change;  

courage to change the things I can;  

and wisdom to know the difference. 

 

Living one day at a time;  

enjoying one moment at a time;  

accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  

taking, as He did, this sinful world 

as it is, not as I would have it;  

trusting that He will make all things right 

if I surrender to His Will;  

that I may be reasonably happy in this life 

and supremely happy with Him 

forever in the next.  

Amen.  

M o u n t  J o y  C h u r c h  o f  G o d  

3 0  E a s t  M a i n  S t r e e t  

M o u n t  J o y ,  P A  1 7 5 5 2  

P h o n e :  7 1 7 - 6 5 3 - 4 6 9 5          

E - m a i l :                   

h e a t h e r m j c o g @ g m a i l . c o m  G o d  ◦  G o d ’ s  F a m i l y  ◦  G o d ’ s  W o r k   

Serenity Prayer  

More enslaving than our occupations, however, are our preoccupations. 
To be preoccupied means to fill our time and place long before we are 

there. This is worrying in the more specific sense of the word. It is a 
mind filled with ‘ifs.’ We say to ourselves, ‘What if I get the flu? What if I 

lose my job? What if my child is not home on time? What there is not 
enough food tomorrow? What if I am attacked? What if a war starts? 
What if the world comes to an end? What if…?’ All these ‘ifs’ fill our 

minds with anxious thoughts and make us wonder constantly what to 
do and what to say in case something should happen in the future. 

Much, if not most, of our suffering is connected with these preoccupa-
tions. Possible career changes, possible family conflicts, possible          

illnesses, possible disasters, and a possible nuclear holocaust make us 
anxious, fearful, suspicious, greedy, nervous, and morose. They prevent 
us from feeling a real inner freedom. Since we are always preparing for 

eventualities, we seldom fully trust the moment. It is no exaggeration to 
say that much human energy is invested in these fearful preoccupa-

tions. Our individual as well as communal lives are so deeply molded by 
our worries about tomorrow that today hardly can be experienced.        

(Henri Nouwen, Making All Things New) 
 

Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will 
give you everything you need. “So, don’t worry about tomorrow, for  
tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for      

today. (Matthew 6:33-34, NLT) 

Thoughts to Ponder 


