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THE USEFULNESS OF SCRIPTURE
(2Timothy 3:14-17, et al)
1. REMEMBERING How has reading the Scriptures, in general, had a helpful, positive impact on your
life? Make a list of some ways.
2. REFLECTING Think back on a specific passage that God used to speak to you at a given time. Share
the passage, describe the circumstances, and how God used it to address you.
3. DISCOVERING Read the questions, and then the passages that follow. Answer the questions based
on the passages you read aloud and others with which you are familiar.
•

All the passages that follow describe the word of God. Identify—and underline—the word
pictures and descriptions, asking, what is the word able to do?

The Holy Scriptures…make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is Godbreathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the servant
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2Timothy 3:15-17)
For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the word
but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after looking at himself,
goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 2But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that
gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in
what they do. (James 1:22-25)
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2Like
newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3now that you
have tasted that the Lord is good. (1Peter 2:1-3)
We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to
understand. 12In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the
elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13Anyone who lives on milk,
being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14But solid food is for the
mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. (Hebrews 5:11-14)
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation
of things. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2Peter 1:20-21)
“Is not my word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?” (Jeremiah
23:29)
The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the
simple. 8The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant,
giving light to the eyes. 9The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the LORD are firm,
and all of them are righteous. 10They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter
than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. 11By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great
reward. (Psalm 19:7-11)

4. CONNECTING Which of the above functions do you need the word to perform on you right now?
5. RESPONDING: What passages will you read this week to be in the word, asking God to work in you?

